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How to prepare for German at A Level
You have a few weeks in which to really prepare for your A Level in German. The leap from GCSE to A Level is significant. This booklet contains links to a huge range of media, most of which is available for free online as well as tasks to complete before the start of term. In order to keep pace, it is vital that you work through the tasks. Little and often…

Watch…

TELEVISION
· https://www.kika.de/sendungen/index.html: German TV kids channel KIKA (watch for example some episodes of Löwenzahn, Plötzlich Meerjungfrau, or anything else you are interested in)

· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z426n39: BBC Bitesize German (watch videos but also revise grammar and topics)

MOVIES
German A-Level Films (some are quite dramatic, so  maybe watch them with an adult):
• Good bye, Lenin! Wolfgang Becker (2003)
• Das Leben der Anderen, Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck (2006)
• Die fetten Jahre sind vorbei, Hans Weingartner (2005)
• Almanya – Willkommen in Deutschland, Yasemin Samdereli (2011)
• Sophie Scholl – Die letzten Tage, Marc Rothemund (2005)
• Lola rennt, Tom Tykwer (1998)



LISTEN TO THE RADIO
The great thing about listening to the radio is that you can get on with something else at the same time:
Deutschland FM
SWR3
Deutsche Welle

Read…
Keep your own vocabulary book for new expressions you come across – there is a sheet at the back of this booklet to start you off. Or you can ask your teacher for a small vocab booklet to fill in as you go. You could order it alphabetically, by topic area based on what we are going to study or just use it as a diary and scribble away your German development in it.

German A-Level Books (a bit challenging!):
• Heinrich Böll, Die verlorene Ehre der Katharina Blum
• Bertolt Brecht, Mutter Courage und ihre Kinder
• Friedrich Dürrenmatt, Der Besuch der alten Dame
• Max Frisch, Andorra
• Heinrich Heine, Gedichte – Buch der Lieder
• Jana Hensel, Zonenkinder
• Franz Kafka, Die Verwandlung
• Wladimir Kaminer, Russendisko
• Siegfried Lenz, Fundbüro
• Bernhard Schlink, Der Vorleser

If you would like to buy some books, you could start with the series "Cafe in Berlin - 10 short stories for beginners". 
"Penguin Parallel books" are also good (written in German + English).
David Williams' books also exist translated (for example Gangsta-Oma). 
Just have a look what is available.
Any books written by Astrid Lindgren (for example Pippi Langstrumpf) or Erich Kästner (Emil und die Detektive) in German. Die unendliche Geschichte / Ronja Räubertochter.


"Geolino"  has online articles and games etc.



NEWSPAPERS / MAGAZINES
Read a foreign language newspaper – maybe you can read the paper online. You do not have to read the paper cover to cover, just scan the headlines and pick out ONE article that grabs your attention.


Stuttgarter Zeitung,  Frankfurter Allgemeine, Die Welt / Der Spiegel, Brigitte, Petra


Websites
Switch to German browsers such as http://de.yahoo.com/  as well as www.google.de. This way, you will read German every time you log on and it will become part of your everyday activity.

Look at the BBC website   for links to German programmes available on line.

Websites for research
Once you actually start your A Level in September, you will realise that you are almost completing a Sociology A Level in German. It is fascinating and you will learn all about the history and culture of German speakers. Here are some websites bursting with information about Germany and German speaking countries. Always start your research with these websites as it is easy to get bogged down when looking for help on the internet.

If you are searching for information, try switching to the German https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hauptseite . Remember that anyone can write on Wikipedia so you must validate your research elsewhere and never quote from it! It is a good place to start though.


A German government run website:  https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en



British Council support available from http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/ Keep your eyes peeled as they often have trips to Germany for free! You have to apply for them but they are an amazing opportunity to build your German skills. There is no better way to learn a language than by spending time in that country.


The website of Goethe Institute in London has also lots of information, activities and courses to offer:
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/sta/lon/kur.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgYrB2brM6AIVGeDtCh221A-DEAAYASAAEgK-EPD_BwE













On-line dictionary
A good on-line dictionary is: http://www.wordreference.com/


TOP TIP: Don’t look up every word you are not sure of when reading an article/ book

Yes… you read that right. When you are reading articles etc, try not to look up every word as it will take you forever. Skim and scan the text to get the gist. Remember to use the context or the article, cognates and common sense to figure out what the article is saying. Pick out a couple of words that you like the look of, that you feel may be real hurdles to getting the idea of the text, look them up carefully and add them to your vocab booklet. The aim at this stage is to get the gist of the article, not be able to translate it completely. Translation is a whole different ball game and you will learn it soon enough.

You will be surprised how much more enjoyable reading will be if you really pay attention to this tip.


What should I know by now?


This is a common question asked by students about to start their A level. You should be able to:


	TOPIC
	CONTENT

	Recognise and use a range of tenses with regular and irregular verbs.
	Tenses: 
Present
Perfect Tense (ich bin gegangen / ich habe gegessen)
Imperfect (ich ging)
Future (ich werde gehen)
Conditional (ich würde gehen)

	Give opinions with reasons
	• A range of opinion expressions

• Positive and negative reasons for opinions

• To be able to agree and disagree



Links to Grammar Practice Exercises:
· Languages on line: The Grammar Revision resources on
www.languagesonline.org.uk are great as you can then select what tense you want to revise, read the explanations and complete the exercises. You can do these as often as you like and it gives you a percentage. Another useful tactic is to translate the examples and exercises into English to ensure you understand the meaning of each tense.
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/germanindex.html


· Conjuguemos: a great website for practicing your verb conjugations. Find it here: https://conjuguemos.com/




	

Click here to access the German verb exercises.


































Tasks
Complete the task log, or make your own one up - make sure that it is clear and useful to you.
When you look at a website/ link on here, highlight it and note the date and what you thought about it. You can then put a couple of notes in your task log.


1. Create a Memrise account – your name or something that is very recognisable as you. You should aim to achieve 100,000 points by the first lesson – prizes for those who achieve it!

2. Summarise, in German, 2 articles (that were in German!) that you have read from one of the websites/ papers above and say why they interested you. If you cannot print the article, make a note of the website. Try and make these related to one of the topics we will study (listed below).

· Changes in family structures, attitudes towards marriage, couples and the family.
· The education system and problems facing students today.
· Working life, attitudes to work, the right to strike and equality of the sexes.
· Changes in music and its impact on popular culture
· Freedom of expression in the media, written and online press and its impact on society and politics
· Festivals and traditions of France and francophone countries.


3. Look at the other powerpoints and resources in this study pack

4. Choose a German speaking country and prepare a short presentation on an aspect of culture – this should last no longer than 5 mins. You can create a PPT if you want, but try and use headings rather than too much prose on the slide. This will be good practice for your IRP. 

5. Look out for any items in the English or German media relating to topics we will study – as above so that you have points to make in a discussion and opinions to give.

6. Go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk . Complete 10 exercises. Each exercise takes less than 5 minutes. Note down the exercise you did and your score.



7. Read through the AQA A-Level German course overview so that you have an idea of what we will be studying. This will also help you with task 4 above.

8.	If you find any other websites/ links/ twitter feeds that you think are worth sharing, note them down too.

9.	Each time you pass a second hand shop, pop in and see whether they have any large dictionaries or any German books – either fiction or grammar. 

Task Log

	Date
	Website / source
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Appendix 1: Grammar self-assessment



	

	
	
	I DO NOT KNOW
	NEED TO LEARN
	QUITE CONFIDENT
	FULLY
CONFIDENT

	
	Nouns: gender, singular and plural forms
	
	
	
	

	
	Articles: definite (der, die, das), indefinite (ein, eine)
	
	
	
	

	
	Position/word order
	
	
	
	

	
	comparative and superlative (schneller, am schnellsten)
	
	
	
	

	
	comparative and superlative irregular (gut-bessser)
	
	
	
	

	
	demonstrative (dieser, diese, dieses)
	
	
	
	

	
	possessive (mein, dein...)
	
	
	
	

	
	interrogative (welcher, welche...)
	
	
	
	

	
	Adverbs: comparative and superlative
	
	
	
	

	
	interrogative (wie, wann….)
	
	
	
	

	
	Quantifiers/intensifiers (sehr, ziemlich...)
	
	
	
	

	
	Pronouns: Subject (ich, du...)
	
	
	
	

	
	object: direct and indirect (ihn - ihm...)
	
	
	
	

	
	reflexive (mir, dir...)
	
	
	
	

	
	relative (der, die,)
	
	
	
	

	
	relative: welcher, welche…)
	
	
	
	

	
	object: direct and indirect (accusative, dative)
	
	
	
	

	
	Verbs: modes of address informal, formal (du, Sie)
	
	
	
	

	
	verbs + infinitive
	
	
	
	

	
	verbs + infinitive + preposition
	
	
	
	

	
	negatives (nicht)
	
	
	
	

	
	Present (regular)
	
	
	
	

	
	Present (irregular)
	
	
	
	

	
	Perfect with haben
	
	
	
	

	
	Perfect with sein
	
	
	
	

	
	Perfect with reflexives
	
	
	
	

	
	Imperfect
	
	
	
	

	
	Future
	
	
	
	

	




My notes/comments



	

	
	
	DON’T KNOW
	NEED TO LEARN
	QUITE CONFIDENT
	FULLY
CONFIDENT

	
	Conditional
	
	
	
	

	
	Imperative (vas-y)
	
	
	
	

	
	Indirect speech
	
	
	
	

	
	Prepositions: nach, in die, zu
	
	
	
	

	
	with countries, towns, places
	
	
	
	

	
	with month, dates, time
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Number, quantity and time
	
	
	
	

	
	Conjunctions
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	




My notes/comments
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