
Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to year 12 transition work 
 

Preparing for Post 16 Philosophy and Ethics 
  
Dear 11 Students,  
  
During these ever changing and difficult times you have continued to impress your teachers with your 
dedication to learning. You should be proud of all you have achieved these past few years.  
Most of you will have a good idea about what you intend to study next year and therefore subject leaders 
for all of the A-Levels we teach at Park High have devised some preparation work that you can work on 
during the next few weeks.   
  
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion:  
In year 12 you will study a range of Philosophy and Ethics units. These include a study and application of 
different ethical theories such as natural law, utilitarianism. Philosophy units include Plato and Aristotle, 
Soul, Mind and Body, and Arguments for the existence of God. At this stage though we want you to start 
with the basics.  
  
Why this work?  
Before starting the course, it is really useful to have some background knowledge about what Philosophy 
and Ethics is so the first preparation for sixth form study will focus on this to help you understand how the 
approaches and ways of thinking in this subject are very different to what you might be used to. You might 
find that people are using vocabulary that you have never heard and ideas that you’ve never come across. 
Do not worry - remember we will go through all of this when we teach you! We just want you to begin to 
develop some knowledge and understanding in these areas.   
  
Where should I complete it?  
Please complete any notes either on paper or on your computer and save them to bring into school at a 
later date.   
  
How long will it take?  
The work has been divided into weekly tasks. Each week of tasks should take between 2-3 hours.   
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 1 

Task one: What is Philosophy?  

 Go to the two links below and Summarise the main ideas of each video using subheadings:  
 
1. What is Philosophy (Crash Course)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY  
 

• Ancient Greek times and the beginning of Philosophy 
• What is the world like and Metaphysics 
• How we know the answers to questions and Epistemology  
• How we should act and Value Theory (Ethics) 
• Logic – and reasoning 
• The two-step system 

 

2. Theory of Knowledge (Epistemology)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_Y3utIeTPg  

 
• What kinds of things can you know?  
• Comparison of the words ‘knowledge’ and ‘believe’. 
• Confidence as a key feature of knowledge.  
• Judgement needs a good basis to count as knowledge. 

 
 

Task two: What is Ethics? 

 Go to the link below:  
3. What is Ethics? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr7U49RPpTs&t=302s 
 

• Write a list of 10 interesting things you have learnt about ethics. Include new vocabulary.  
 

 

Task three: Why study Theology?  

 Open the link below. Choose one of the videos from the interview series titled:  
4. ‘Why study theology?’  

https://www.closertotruth.com/series/why-study-theology  
 

• Which clip have you chosen?  
Explain in 15 lines, the main argument from the clip about why to study theology. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_Y3utIeTPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr7U49RPpTs&t=302s
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/why-study-theology
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 2 

Task one: An introduction to Philosophy  

‘The Man Who Asked Questions: Socrates and Plato’ by Nigel Warburton, A Little History of Philosophy  

• Read the information (scanned pages – file 1) from start to finish. 
• Write a summary of what philosophy is about – this should be approximately 20 lines.  
• Copy and complete the table:  

 
What I have learnt about: 

Socrates Plato  
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 4 
5 5 
6 6 
7 7 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 

 
 
 
Task two: The Socratic Method 
 
https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/0/9/4/094f2a0c73fbafff/M.M._McCabe_on_Socratic_Method.mp3?c_id=177
9479&cs_id=1779479&expiration=1589195421&hwt=fd1da8caaf5890b9dfc245deed20cdbe 

 Listen to the podcast: MM McCabe on the ‘Socratic Method (file 2) which deals with questions 
about the best ways to do practical ethics and how to behave. As you listen, write a list of possible 
answers to the questions below.  
 
a. Who was Socrates? 
b. How do we know about the life and views of Socrates? 
c. What is the socratic method? What was Socrates trying to show people through using this 

method? 
d. Why was the socratic method controversial to some people? 
e. What does McCabe think Socrates means when he says ‘the unexamined life is not worth 

living?’ 
f. What might be the problems with examining all aspects of life? 
g. Is there something we can learn from Socrates today? Why is questioning and reflecting 

important? 
h. Are there any problems? (e.g. with exams, courses). 

  

https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/0/9/4/094f2a0c73fbafff/M.M._McCabe_on_Socratic_Method.mp3?c_id=1779479&cs_id=1779479&expiration=1589195421&hwt=fd1da8caaf5890b9dfc245deed20cdbe
https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/0/9/4/094f2a0c73fbafff/M.M._McCabe_on_Socratic_Method.mp3?c_id=1779479&cs_id=1779479&expiration=1589195421&hwt=fd1da8caaf5890b9dfc245deed20cdbe
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 3 

 
Task one: What is Ethics?   
 
‘What is Ethics’   

• Read the information (word document - File 3) from start to finish.  
• Summarise each sub-heading in a maximum of 30 words.  

 
Sub-heading 30 word summary 
Moral absolutism  
Moral relativism  
Consequentialism  
Non-consequentialism  
Virtue ethics  
Situation ethics  
Ethics and ideology  

 
 

 

Task two: Real World Ethics 

 
James Wilson 'Real World Ethics' [20 minutes]  
https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/3/5/3/353a0393c3b08eed/James_Wilson_on_Real_World_Ethics.mp3?c_id=5
2696484&cs_id=52696484&expiration=1585134153&hwt=14fbe132999e47a16eadc71efd13f114  
 

 Listen to the podcast: Real World Ethics (File 4) which deals with questions about different 
methods of practical ethics and working out how to behave. As you listen, write a list of possible 
answers to the questions below.  
 

a. What are thought experiments? (Give an example). What is Wilson’s view on the use of 
thought experiments?  

b. What is meant by real world ethics?  
c. How are real world problems different from thought experiments?  
d. Why does context matter when thinking about ethical issues (according to Wilson)?  
e. Aside from thought experiments, what other techniques or tools could be used to help 

make ethical decisions?  
f. What does Wilson think about the use of principles in ethics? (strengths/weaknesses)  

  

https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/3/5/3/353a0393c3b08eed/James_Wilson_on_Real_World_Ethics.mp3?c_id=52696484&cs_id=52696484&expiration=1585134153&hwt=14fbe132999e47a16eadc71efd13f114
https://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/3/5/3/353a0393c3b08eed/James_Wilson_on_Real_World_Ethics.mp3?c_id=52696484&cs_id=52696484&expiration=1585134153&hwt=14fbe132999e47a16eadc71efd13f114
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 4 

Task one: Key Scholar Research 

In Philosophy and Ethics, you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your 
essays.  

 You are going to create a biography of three of the scholars listed below. Each biography should be 
one side of A4 and can include a maximum of two small pictures (see below for size).  

As part of your biography, you should include responses to the following questions:  

• When were they alive?  
• What key books did they write?  
• What key issues did they write     about?  
• Are there any key quotes?  
• Do you find their work convincing?   

 

Potential scholars for your biographies:  
• Plato  
• Aristotle  
• St Augustine   
• St Thomas Aquinas   
• Richard Swinburne  
• Mary Daly   
• Joseph Fletcher   
• Jeremy Bentham  

 

 

 Make sure that you include a list of the sources you used when putting your biography together 

 

 

Task two: Critical analysis 

As you will have noticed from the list above, most of the scholars we study are male. Write a paragraph 
explain reasons why this is the case.  

 

 
Task three: Feminism  

 Listen to the following Ted Talk from author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists?language=en 

• List at least five reasons why we should all be feminists.  
• Which of your reasons do you think is the most convincing / persuasive? Explain why.  

  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists?language=en
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 5 

Task one: Key Language  

 Research the following terms and write an explanation linked to Philosophy and Ethics. You might 
want to start by reading the scanned pages (file 5 and file 6) for assistance.  

TERM EXPLANATION 

LOGIC  

EPISTEMOLOGY  

METAPHYSICS  

ETHICS  

VALIDITY  

SYLLOGISM  

MAJOR PREMISE  

MINOR PREMISE  

A PRIOI  

A POSTERIORI  

SENSE EXPERIENCE  

PREDICATE  

TAUTOLOGY  

EMPIRICISM  

COSMOLOGICAL  

ONTOLOGICAL  

TELEOLOGICAL  

LOGICAL FALLACY  

TRANSCENDENTAL LEAP  

ANALYTIC STATEMENT  

SYNTHETIC STATEMENT  

NORMATIVE ETHICS  

APPLIED ETHICS  

META-ETHICS  

EMOTIVISM  

SUBJECTIVISM  

DIVINE COMMAND THEORY  

NATURAL LAW  

EXISTENTIALISM  

TELEOLOGICAL THEORIES  

DEONTOLOGICAL THEORIES  

RELATIVIST THEORIES  
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 6 

Task: Making a Case 

Philosophy and Ethics at A level will require you to make judgements about issues.   

Create a for and against case for three of the following issues, one from each component:  
 
Task one: Being a philosopher 

 Component one: Philosophy of Religion 
God does not exist. 

Or 
There is an afterlife. 

 
Task two: Being an ethicist 

 Component two: Religion and Ethics 
Active euthanasia should be legal. 

Or 
The role of a business is just to make a profit. 

 
Task three: Being a theologian 

 Component three: Developments in Christian Thought 
Jesus really was the Son of God. 

Or 
The Bible is the direct word of God. 

 

This will require you to write at least two paragraphs. (approximately ¾ to 1 full typed A4 page – but you 
can always write more!) 
If possible, try to include evidence or scholars to support the points you make.  
Below is a sample paragraph not in response to any of the above statements. 
 
Some would argue that all people do indeed go to heaven when they die. This is because of the belief that 
God is benevolent, all loving. In the Bible it states that ‘God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them.’ This clearly shows that because God is benevolent His love would mean that no-one would 
ever go to hell when they die. Furthermore, many people would question why God would punish someone 
forever if He is meant to be all-loving. On the other hand, many people would argue that not all people go 
to heaven as some people, like Hitler, would not deserve to go there. Heaven is a place for the sinless and 
therefore would not make sense if Hitler went there. Additionally, many Christians would argue that faith is 
really important, why should all people go to heaven, they need to believe in Jesus to be able to go there 
which is a fundamental Christian belief.   
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Philosophy and Ethics year 11 to 12 transition work – week 7 

Task one: Consolidation of knowledge - Article 
 
 You are writing a letter for Park Life – the school’s magazine about the importance of Religion, 

Philosophy and Ethics.   
• Think about your audience – the magazine is read by all students in the school: year 7 all the 

way to year 13. However, the magazine has a wider readership including teachers, parents and 
visitors to the school.   

• Consider the language you would use – how can you make your article challenging yet 
accessible?  

  
Key points to include:  

• Definitions of religion, philosophy and ethics  
• Names and theories of at least three key thinkers. You can select from the list below, or you can 

research your own:  
 Plato  
 Aristotle  
 St Augustine   
 St Thomas Aquinas   
 Richard Swinburne  
 Mary Daly   
 Joseph Fletcher   
 Jeremy Bentham  

 
• Skills that can be developed from studying religion, philosophy and ethics to a higher level and 

how these transferable skills could be of use to you in the future.  
• The importance of studying religion, philosophy and ethics when there has been a rise in acts of 

discrimination and intolerance around the world. (include specific examples)   
 

Online sources  
The following online sources might be of use, but of course, feel free to conduct your own research:   

 www.philosophybites.com  
 www.rsrevision.com  
 www.peped.prg  
 www.bbc.co.uk/religion  
 www.bbc.co.uk/ethics  
 www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk  
 www.utilitarianism.com  
 www.allaboutphilosophy.org  
 www.philosophypages.com  

  
Final points  

o Your article should be 500 words not including any titles or headings. You can include pictures.   
 

 

http://www.philosophybites.com/
http://www.rsrevision.com/
http://www.peped.prg/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics
http://www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk/
http://www.utilitarianism.com/
http://www.allaboutphilosophy.org/
http://www.philosophypages.com/








What is ethics? 
At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. They affect how people make decisions and lead their 
lives. Ethics is concerned with what is good for individuals and society and is also described as moral 
philosophy. The term is derived from the Greek word ethos which can mean custom, habit, character or 
disposition. 

Ethics covers the following dilemmas: 

• how to live a good life 
• our rights and responsibilities 
• the language of right and wrong 
• moral decisions - what is good and bad? 

Our concepts of ethics have been derived from religions, philosophies and cultures. They infuse debates on 
topics like abortion, human rights and professional conduct. 

Are ethical statements objectively true? 
Do ethical statements provide information about anything other than human opinions and attitudes? 

• Ethical realists think that human beings discover ethical truths that already have an independent 
existence in some way, within the universe and / or is hard-wired into the human brain (perhaps by 
a God or genetics). 

• Ethical non-realists think that human beings invent ethical truths drawing on their experience of 
what is necessary in the world for us to co-exist with each other. 

The problem for ethical realists is that people follow many different ethical codes and moral beliefs. So if 
there are real ethical truths out there (wherever!) then human beings don't seem to be very good at 
discovering them. 

Are there universal moral rules? 

One of the big questions in moral philosophy is whether or not there are unchanging moral rules that apply 
in all cultures and at all times. 

Moral absolutism 

Some people think there are such universal rules that apply to everyone. This sort of thinking is called 
moral absolutism. Moral absolutism argues that there are some moral rules that are always true, that 
these rules can be discovered and that these rules apply to everyone. Immoral acts - acts that break these 
moral rules - are wrong in themselves, regardless of the circumstances or the consequences of those acts. 
Absolutism takes a universal view of humanity - there is one set of rules for everyone - which enables the 
drafting of universal rules - such as the Declaration of Human Rights. Religious views of ethics tend to be 
absolutist. 

Why people disagree with moral absolutism: 

• Many of us feel that the consequences of an act or the circumstances surrounding it are relevant to 
whether that act is good or bad 

• Absolutism doesn't fit with respect for diversity and tradition 

 

 



Moral relativism 

Moral relativists say that if you look at different cultures or different periods in history you'll find that they 
have different moral rules. Therefore it makes sense to say that "good" refers to the things that a 
particular group of people approve of. Moral relativists think that that's just fine, and dispute the idea that 
there are some objective and discoverable 'super-rules' that all cultures ought to obey. They believe that 
relativism respects the diversity of human societies and responds to the different circumstances 
surrounding human acts. 

Why people disagree with moral relativism: 

• Many of us feel that moral rules have more to them than the general agreement of a group of 
people - that morality is more than a super-charged form of etiquette 

• Many of us think we can be good without conforming to all the rules of society 
• Moral relativism has a problem with arguing against the majority view: if most people in a society 

agree with particular rules, that's the end of the matter. Many of the improvements in the world 
have come about because people opposed the prevailing ethical view - moral relativists are forced 
to regard such people as behaving "badly" 

• Any choice of social grouping as the foundation of ethics is bound to be arbitrary 
• Moral relativism doesn't provide any way to deal with moral differences between societies 

 

Different Ethical Theories 
Consequentialism 

This is the ethical theory that most non-religious people think they use every day. It bases morality on the 
consequences of human actions and not on the actions themselves. 

Consequentialism teaches that people should do whatever produces the greatest amount of good 
consequences. 

One famous way of putting this is 'the greatest good for the greatest number of people', a phrase coined 
by Jeremy Bentham the famous 19th century British Utilitarian and supported by John Stuart Mill (his 
godson and probably the greatest British philosopher of the Victorian age). 

The most common forms of consequentialism are the various versions of utilitarianism, which favour 
actions that produce the greatest amount of happiness. 

Despite its obvious common-sense appeal, consequentialism turns out to be a complicated theory, and 
doesn't provide a complete solution to all ethical problems. 

Two problems with consequentialism are: 

• it can lead to the conclusion that some quite dreadful acts are good 
• predicting and evaluating the consequences of actions is often very difficult 

 

Non-consequentialism or deontological ethics 

Non-consequentialism is concerned with the actions themselves and not with the consequences. It's the 
theory that people are using when they refer to "the principle of the thing". 



It teaches that some acts are right or wrong in themselves, whatever the consequences, and people should 
act accordingly. One particularly famous deontological ethicist was the 18th century European philosopher 
Immanuel Kant, who believed that each of us had a duty to obey moral principles that were universally and 
objectively true (true in each context, without exception and with no reference to consequences of 
circumstance). For example Kant believed truth telling was always the right thing to do and them lying 
could never be acceptable, even to save someone’s feelings or someone’s life. 

Virtue ethics 

Virtue ethics looks at virtue or moral character, rather than at ethical duties and rules, or the 
consequences of actions - indeed some philosophers of this school deny that there can be such things as 
universal ethical rules. Virtue ethics is particularly concerned with the way individuals live their lives, and 
less concerned in assessing particular actions. It develops the idea of good actions by looking at the way 
virtuous people express their inner goodness in the things that they do. To put it very simply, virtue ethics 
teaches that an action is right if and only if it is an action that a virtuous person would do in the same 
circumstances, and that a virtuous person is someone who has a particularly good character.  

The ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle was one of the most famous supporters and writers of Virtue 
Ethics, believing that we should judge a person’s character as displayed in their actions over time. We 
don’t judge someone on a single action, but on how they behave over a number of actions.  

Situation ethics 

Situation ethics rejects prescriptive rules and argues that individual ethical decisions should be made 
according to the unique situation. Rather than following rules the decision maker should follow a desire to 
seek the best for the people involved. There are no moral rules or rights - each case is unique and deserves 
a unique solution.  

The most famous recent exponent of Situation Ethics was the former Christian Joseph Fletcher, who 
believed that all actions should be aimed at promoting selfless love (agape) just as Jesus taught. He 
believed that it was acceptable to break rules if love was best served by doing so, for example breaking the 
command not to kill if euthanasia was the best option to stop someone’s suffering. 

Ethics and ideology 

Some philosophers teach that ethics is the codification of political ideology, and that the function of ethics 
is to state, enforce and preserve particular political beliefs. They usually go on to say that ethics is used by 
the dominant political elite as a tool to control everyone else. More cynical writers suggest that power 
elites enforce an ethical code on other people that helps them control those people, but do not apply this 
code to their own behaviour. 
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