Sixth Form
End of Easter Term 2020 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
What a privilege it is for us to work with students and their families that are so resilient in what
is a very unsettling time in all areas of our lives. The Sixth Formers have been a credit to the
school in the way they have responded to the challenge of distance learning, showing real
maturity when faced with fast moving changes in circumstance.
We are aware that students are still having to adjust to a new way of learning and of course
currently the nation’s health is the number one priority. The NHS is vital to this and many of
the measures imposed are to support the care that will need to happen. This means travels,
work and our education may feel like it has been paused. However, we are reminding our
students that for structure and wellbeing as far as possible they should continue working at
home. There are lessons on SharePoint and your teachers have been busy setting work and
assignments for students to continue their education. Their teachers are available via e-mail
if they have any subject concerns.
A huge thank you to our Sixth Form tutor team and teaching staff for their hard work
supporting, preparing and communicating lesson content with our students.
Despite the present turbulence we have had a successful second term at Park High Sixth
Form. Please find below a selection of our key events and headlines regarding our latest
news.
Thank you for your continued support and may we take this opportunity to wish you a restful
Easter break and our hope that you and your families stay safe and well.
Yours sincerely,
Ms Barker
Head of Sixth Form
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Trips and visits
We have had a range of trips and visits this term for our Sixth Form students.
Brilliant Club
At the beginning of January, our new Year 12 ‘Brilliant Club’ cohort were fortunate enough to
visit Oxford University. This is a charity which aims to widen student access to selective
universities. The programme works by matching students with a PhD tutor (a specially trained
professional with a specific area of focus – this year, we have a science tutor and a social
science tutor) who will come into school for one hour every week to teach our young people in
their area of focus in groups of 8.
The trip on 10th January is to Oxford University
allowed our students who are involved to have a
tour, a study skills session and meet with their PhD
tutor for the first time.
Physics and a World War II convoy ship
Our Year 12 and 13 Physics students had a chance
to practice their A-level physics skills on board a WWII
convoy ship!
Sociology and the Royal Courts of Justice
Our Year 13 Sociology students were fortunate enough to be taken on a guided tour of the
Royal Courts of Justice and a chance to visit the Old Bailey.
One student said following the trip –
“The trip was really fun! I learnt a lot about the history
behind the construction of the buildings. I loved the cases
that we watched and they were really intense to watch. I
would recommend it for every year not only sociology
students, especially those wanting to pursue law.”

Commonwealth service
In the week of Monday 2nd March, Park High was lucky enough to receive 10 tickets, for eight
students and two members of staff, to join her majesty the Queen - head of the Commonwealth
- and the royal family at the Commonwealth Service 2020 on Monday 9th March.
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The Service took place inside Westminster Abbey in central
London; a historic site for royal coronations and burials. It is
a celebration of the Commonwealth’s 54 countries and 2.4
billion people; the largest annual multicultural, multi-faith gathering in the UK. Involved in the
event is a mixture of testimonies, readings, hymns, and musical performances, all based around
this year’s theme - ‘Delivering a common future’.

Following the event, one of the Year 12 attendees said - “We, as students, were incredibly lucky
to be chosen to participate as eight of only 2000 guests from all over the UK in such an inspiring
and compelling event, just one train ride from our school!”.
Year 12 – ‘Safe drive, Stay Alive’ event
All of our Year 12 students attended a presentation at Harrow Arts Centre produced by a road
safety partnership consisting of Thames Valley & Hampshire Police forces, local councils, and
emergency services. The cost of the trip was covered by Harrow Council as part of a borough
wide bid to help keep young people safe as they start learning how to drive. Students spoke
highly of the talk.
Opportunities
Our Year 12 and 13 continue to be sent a range of fantastic offers including summer school
placements at Eton and LSE, taster days and apprenticeships.
Our Sociology students took part in an ‘Gender: Crime, Identity & Society’ webinar arranged by
Sheffield University. Park High Sixth form was one among six other schools and colleges nationally
that took part in the event.
Our Physics students took part in an ‘Astrophysics (Finding Aliens and Planets)’ webinar with The
University of Sheffield as part of British Science Week.
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Speakers
We have also had a range of speakers and talks this term including from COMPASS, a chartered
accountant, Baker McKenzie Lawyer firm, a degree apprentice from KPMG, LSE and even a
representative from the Houses of Parliament!

At the end of February, we ran a successful ‘Applying to a Top University’ Evening for students,
parents and carers of Year 10s, 11s and 12s. We were delighted to have speakers from Harrow
School and Immanuel College who spoke of our unique Oxbridge and Medicine partnerships.
We also had some current law students from LSE share their advice and experiences. Thank you
to everyone who attended.
Our own Sixth Formers have also been building their capabilities with public speaking by all
planning and delivering an assembly to their Year team. These have covered a range of topics
including Knife Crime, the Australian bush fires, Music through the decades and Challenging
Prejudice and Discrimination. Well done to all the students for their excellent work on this.
Enrichment programme
Our Year 12 students have been completing the second part of their enrichment programme
this term. This has ranged from; some of our young people are preparing to complete their Duke
of Edinburgh Silver challenge; others doing an excellent work as reading mentors to younger
year students; working with national charity Maths Makers to run interventions for younger
students; weekly sports and online academic courses.
Socials
Our Sixth Formers have enjoyed a number of social events this
term. This has included a trip to the local bowling lanes for some
competitive games!
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Personal, Social, Health, Economics and Citizenship education (PSHCEe)
Our Year 12s and 13s have been enjoying studying a range of topics in PSHCEe this term. For
Year 13 this included work around independent living and wellbeing. This has included topics
from health, managing University independence, wellbeing and yoga and cooking on a
budget which has led to some interesting culinary creations!

Our Year 12s have been considering post-18 pathways. This included an excellent talk from the
company A Star Future on studying abroad and some guidance on applying for Universities and
Apprenticeships post-18. They were also fortunate enough to have an ‘Employability, interview
and networking skills workshop’ from Pearson, London.

We have also been fortunate enough to have Mrs Inglese come into school to lunchtime
sessions for Year 12 and 13 students on managing stress and exam anxiety.
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